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Antero Kiviniemi has a higher University degree from the University of Helsinki and from the Institut d'Etudes politiques de Paris. He studied Political Sciences, International Relations, Economics and Law.
After his studies, he worked on welfare policies at the Finnish Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, in the European Commission and within the OECD. In the Finnish Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, he worked first as Senior Adviser, and then as Director and Director-General.  In his other vacancies he worked as an Expert and/or Counsellor.

He has been in particular involved in Social Protection reforms tackling the challenges of demographic changes and current economic crisis and also in international co-operation in the field of welfare policies, within the UN, EU, Council of Europe and OECD for example. 
In the European Commission, he worked in the area of free movement of workers, on cross-border social security and on ageing strategies. International, evidence based welfare policy comparisons have been one of his key responsibilities during his working career.   
