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FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE

EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT 3

This is the first Newsletter of Component 3
for 2018. It covers the last 3 months of the
Project activities undertaken in
cooperation with the Ministry of Civil
Affairs (MoCA), its main stakeholder. The

C3 Newsletter

key activity for the last months was,
together with MoCA, to work on the
program and  location of  the
Component 3 pilots to be pursued as a
final step in implementation of Project
activities. On February éth the Project
Advisory Committee adopted the 2018
Project work plan. In 2018 Component 3
main focus will be fo implement pilots
projects in four provinces. Moreover,
the Project will continue to support
MoCA with research outputs.

The Component 3 activities bear
continued reference to the political
agenda of the Chinese government.
This year when reporting on the work of
the government at the First Session of
the 13th National People's Congress of
the P.R. China (March 5th, 2018) Li
Kegiang Premier of the State Council

On February 6th the Project Advisory Committee meeting was held at the
EUD

The PAC gathers Chinese beneficiaries of the Project (NDRC, MoF and MoCA) as
well as Consortium members. Beside deciding on the 2018 work plan the
Committee addressed the possible Project follow up activities.

As for Component 3 it was decided to explore two topics, namely on Providing
services for social assistance beneficiaries and on Publicity of social assistance
laws and regulations (techniques and instruments used for dissemination of
information). An assessment of the Chinese situation will first be provided, to be
followed by sharing EU experiences on these subjects.

Key activity for Component 3 is the implementation of pilots on improving
standards of social assistance benefits and services. It was decided fo execute
the pilot sites in provinces with different socio-economic characteristics including
the rural and urban specificity for social assistance delivery. The pilots project will
be implemented in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Hohhot City, Xincheng
District; in Jilin Province, Da'an City (county level); in Jiangsu Province,
Zhangjiagang City (county level); and in Sichuan Province, Dazhou City,
Dachuan District.

Component 3 will also ensure some high level and technical exchanges
between MoCA and EU relevant agencies. These will allow to continued policy
dialog on social assistance and strengthened mutual cooperation in the field.

Component 3 launches 2018 research activities and pilot sites

On February 28th, MoCA hosted a discussion meeting on the current year
research actions. The main topics to be explored refer to social services and o
information policy on social assistance. This year main Chinese experts working
on these topics are Prof. Gang Shuge (Beijing Academy of Social Sciences) and
Prof. Tian Rang from Nanjing University. MoCA also has deepened the discussion
on the Component 3 pilot sites. These activities will be pursued in four provinces
(Inner Mongolia, Jillin, Jiangsu and Sichuan). The pilots will be executed at
county/city and district levels (including urban and rural areas).

1/2018

confirmed the strong commitment to
eliminate poverty and to support
people in need by announcing “(...)
This year, we will further reduce the
poor rural population by over 10
million (...) We will steadily raise urban
and rural subsistence allowances,
social assistance benefits, (...) we will
take proactive measures to tackle
population ageing, including
developing af-home  community
based and mutual-aid elderly care
(...) improving the quality at senior
care facilities.”

In the following months, Project

implementation, especially frough the
pilots, will therefore contribute to the
achievement  of

activities and targets.

current  MoCA

Marzena Breza,
March 26, 2018

Ms Marzena Breza, EU RE; Mr. Jerome Pons,
Head of Operations Section, EUD Bangkok;
Mr. Marcin Pietruszka, Ministry of Family,
Labour and Social Policy (Poland); Mr. Liu
Xitang, Director General of the Social
Assistance Department, MoCA, P.R.China.

Beijing, EUD, Feb 6, 2018

MoCA staff members; Chinese experts:
Nanjing University staff; and BASS; C3 SPRP
team.

MoCA, February 28, 2018



EUD information session for EU Member States embassies in Beijing

Component 3 along with other two components contributed to the information
session organized by the EUD and chaired by Mr. Jerome Pons (Head of
Operations Section, EUD Bangkok) for the EU Member States embassies in Beijing.
The main goal was to expand knowledge and practice sharing to EU members
(outside the Project Consortium) which contribute to broadening Project outputs
dedicated to Chinese beneficiaries (NDRC, MoF, MoCA).

This action could possibly support Project efforts to broaden expertise sharing by
involving the non -Consortium countries.

Beijing Women'’s Federation - International Women'’s Day

Beijing Women's Federation - a part of All-China Women's Federation - is a mass organization gathering women with different
backgrounds. The mission of the Women's Federation is to represent and protect women's interests. The Federatfion is acting on
different levels — district, subdistrict, vilage - community level.

Women's Federation facilitates the work of social organisations and promotes volunteering among women (helping people in
need, children and women). They also organize training for women delivered by high positioned women (from enterprises, public
sector, etc.). The meeting organized on the occasion of the International Women's Day was gathering dozens of international
staff members, mostly diplomats and representatives of international organization acting in China. This was an opportunity to have
exchanges with the members of the Women's federation
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: o n g
Ms Wang Shuixia, BJWAIE, Prof. Gang Shuge, Research
Center of BJWF, Ms Marzena Breza, EU RE SPRP

Ms Marzena Breza, EU RE SPRP; Ms Ivana Koharovi¢, Embassy of
Croatia (Beijing); Ms lzabella Zajaczkowska, Embassy of Poland
(Beijing); Ms lwona Rogacka-Hu, SPRP; Prof. Gang Shuge, Research
Center of BJWF

Programming for Pilots - research by Prof. Guan Xinping

Considering the importance of the pilot sites as a final stage of the overall Project implementation a pilot program was initially
drafted by Prof. Guan Xinping.

“To help the reform and improvement of China'’s social assistance, the 3rd component of EU-China social protection project has
developed an internationally comparative and collaborating research on China’s social assistance. By the cooperative work of
the researchers from China and EU countries, the problems in China’s social assistance system has been analyzed, some
comparative research has been done, and, based on these research, some policy recommendations have been proposed. The
next step is fo fransform these research findings and policy recommendations into actual social assistance reform practices.” For
the successful implementation potential reforms should be preceded by pilot exercises which are currently under the Component
3 activities.

2017 Component 3 publications available

To ensure broad information, knowledge and practice
sharing from the EU and China the 2017 research outputs
have been published in bilingual version (English and
Chinese) and are available on the Project website:
http://www.euchinasprp.eu/en/components-
en/component-3-en
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