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C3 Newsletter

for 2018. It covers the last 3 months of
the Project activities undertaken in
cooperation with the Ministry of Civil
Affairs (MoCA), its main stakeholder.
The key activities for the last three
months were: starting Component 3
pilots implementation; holding a Panel
Discussion on 2018 research topics;
conducting a study visit to Lithuania
and Sweden; hosting EU experts mission
to Beijing for bilateral exchanges with
MoCA high level staff members and
Chinese senior experts working in the
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The pilots wil be executed at
county/city and district levels (including
urban and rural areas). Through such
pilot experiments Component 3 will
support MoCA on social assistance key
issues for the further steps to be
accomplished in Social Assistance in
China with in view the main target to
eradicate extreme poverty by 2020.

Component 3 continued to support
dialogue and knowledge exchange
between MoCA and EU public staff

field. during events in Europe and China.

On June 23rd 5th Panel Discussion of In the following months, Project
Component 3 was hosted by MoCA. implementation, especially trough the
The main topics for the event referred pilots, technical exchanges and
to social services delivery and research  will  therefore  directly
information  dissemination  process contribute to the current MoCA
within social assistance policy. priorities and goals.
Moreover, the Project confinued to

support MoCA with implementing pilot

experiments in four provinces (Inner

Mongolia, Jilin, Jiangsu and Sichuan).

FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE

EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT 3
This is the second Newsletter of Component 3

Marzena Breza,
July 2nd, 2018

June 2314, 2018 - 5th Component 3 Panel Discussion on social services
and publicity in social assistance

On June 23rd, 2018 Ministry of Civil Affairs, the main stakeholder of Component 3
EU-China SPRP hosted the 5th Panel Discussion. The discussion was chaired by Mr
Liu Xitang, Director General of Social Assistance Department of MoCA.
Welcoming speeches were delivered by Mr Liu Xitang and Ms Marzena Breza,
Component 3 EU resident expert. Among some 20 participants were high level
officials from central and local MoCA, researchers from Beiing and Nanjing
universities as well as from the Center of Monitoring and Verification for Low
Income Families of MoCA.

The event was supported by Chinese scholars (including experts confributing fo
the Component 3 EU-China SPRP research activities from the very beginning of
the Project) and EU-China SPRP Office representatives. The main goal of the
event was to present first research outputs on the issues related to social services
(Prof. Tian Rong) and dissemination policy of social assistance (Prof. Gang
Shuge). Presentations on these topics were followed by comments and
suggestions from the EU experts, Ms Olivia Rusandu and Mr Jan de Coninck. The =
panel discussion provided an opportunity to exchange knowledge on issues
related to in-kind benefits and information on policy based on best practices in
the EU countries.

Conclusions of the event were presented by Ms Marzena Breza followed by
Director Liu Xitang's suggestions on the next steps to be undertaken within the
SPRP Project.

Component 3 MoCA study visit to Lithuania and Sweden, May 27th-June
3rd, 2018

Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China — MoCA held a study visit to Lithuania and
Sweden on Social Assistance legal framework; overall resources; social assistance
benefits’ targeting and development of social services.

In Lithuania MoCA was having an exchange meeting with the Ministry of Social
Security and Labour. The main topics of the meeting were: Family policy and




demographic strategy, Social services, Social integration of the disabled, Social
support for families and children. The visit was an opportunity fo have some
knowledge sharing at the local level hosted by the Elektrénai municipality and
Trakai district municipality. The main issues addressed were linked to identification
of social assistance beneficiaries, social assistance access criteria, assessment
process of benefit applications and fraud prevention. In addition, the
organisation of social services and the provision of cash support to deprived
people as well as the cooperation between municipalities and NGOs were
presented.

The study visit to Lithuania included field visits to Center to Support for the Family
and Children and Disabled Employment Center in Trakai. The aspects evoked by
the staff were: psychosocial assistance; family skills development and socio-
cultural services; and positive parenthood fraining.

On the invitation of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs of Sweden, MoCA
took part in an information and knowledge sharing meeting with Swedish
ministerial experfts on family policy (i.a. parental insurance and benefits for
parents; cash benefits for families with children), social services; and benefits and
services for people with disabilities).

The visit was continued by holding a meeting with the National Board of Health
and Welfare. The topics for presentation and discussion were: social care,
support to children and to persons with disabilities.

During the visit to Sweden MoCA took part in field visits to Botkyrka kommun
(residential care center for vulnerable groups) and Silvichemmet - NGO
educating assistant nurses and nurses for elderly.

The study visit gave an excellent opportunity to MoCA delegation for sharing
knowledge and practices on the policy design and policy making as well as
having practical exchanges with the central and local social assistance staff and
NGOs.

EU-China SPRP meeting Beijing Women's Federation
On April 27th, 2018 Beiing Women's Federation Association for International & ‘I
Exchange hosted an international exchange meeting with  EU-China Social
Protection Reform Project (EU-China SPRP). The meeting was chaired by Ms Wang
Shuixia (President of Beijing Women's Association for International Exchange) and by
Ms Hou Huirong (Vice President Beijing Women's Association for Infernatfional
Exchange). EU-China SPRP was represented by Ms Marzena Breza (initiator of the
meeting) and Mr Michele Bruni. Infroduction to the role of social assistance in China
in reference to women was given by Prof. Gang Shuge the director of the Women's
Research Center of Beijing Academy of Social Sciences.

During the meeting several topics have been discussed. The main focus was given
to research outputs on women's socio-economic condifions; women's rights;
methods fo support women in Beijing (health care) as well as women's successful
enfrepreneurship frough start-up businesses. Some results of the international
cooperation between China and several countries were also presented. SPRP
experts shared some key messages on the social policy (i.a. challenges on the
ageing processes in Europe) and its impact on women in the EU countries. Some
further policy reforms and initiatives on women's empowerment have been
presented. The exchange between SPRP and Women's Federation will be continued
through activities planned for 2018.

Component 3 EU experts mission to Beijing June 21-28th, 2018

Following 2018 work plan, Component 3 SPRP organised a mission of EU experts to Beijing. There were EU public staff representing
national agencies (ministries) from Belgium and Romania. The main goal of the mission was to keep dialog and knowledge
exchanges with MoCA staff and Chinese experts working for the Component 3 of the Project, as well as with scholars from the
leading Chinese universities and research instfitutions. The key topics addressed during the EU experts’ mission were related fo social
services and information dissemination on social assistance. The main event organized during the EU experts’ mission was the 5th
Component 3 Panel Discussion hosted by the Ministry of Civil Affairs (MoCA) on June 23rd. In addition during the mission in Beijing
the resident experts Ms Marzena Breza also facilitated several meetings with i.a. MoCA staff, the Center of Monitoring and
Verification for Low Income Families of MoCA and the World Bank representative. The EU experts will complete their mission by
providing reports on EU best practice on the related topics to be shared with MoCA, the main beneficiary of the Component 3
activities.
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