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This Newsletter presents Component 3 been provided.

actions related to the last 3 months of 2016 An important part of the Component 3
completing the goals foreseen that year. and MoCA cooperation was devoted to
Over this period research activities from activities planning for 2017. The focus of
the Chinese and European sides were 2017 Component 3 activities will be on
continued and deepened; a local visit to deepening the lessons learned from the
Qinghai Province was conducted; the 2nd EU best practices during the first two years
C3 Workshop and several Chinese — EU of the C3 project implementation through
best practices exchanges were organized the pilots to be conducted in several
in Beijing. Finally, a comprehensive report seffings in China.

FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE

EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT 3 on social assistance achievements has

Component 3 2nd Workshop - Beijing, December 13th, 2016

MoCA hosed the 2nd C3 Workshop which was focusing on governance in social assistance; policy
transmission and implementation between and by different instifutional social assistance levels. The event
was chaired by Mr Liu Xitang, Director General of the Social Assistance Department of MoCA. It gathered
MoCA officials, Chinese scholars and practitioners from the social assistance field, EUD representative, EU
experts from Belgium, France and Greece (all being central ministerial level officials in the respective
ministries), as well EU-China SPRP Beijing Office staff members. The main objective of the Workshop was to
submit the policy recommendations based on the research outputs of the Chinese experts, to share
relevant EU experiences in the concerned fields as well to present some preliminary policy suggestions to
MoCA on the topics discussed. The follow up activities to the Workshop and to the related discussion are
the EU reports to be submitted to MoCA in the next weeks.

This Workshop held in December was an opportunity to deepen the discussion on the topics that were
first considered in September. This time, much more specific discussion during the Workshop as well as
during a bilateral meeting organized between MoCA and EU experts enabled to identify the main fields
of interests in the experiences of EU countries.

During the mission of EU experts to Beijing several exchanges took place with Chinese experts and MoCA
officials. The discussion was focused on institutional arrangements of social assistance in China and in
Europe and then addressed three issues in more details. (1) The importance of local levels staff for
delivering benefits and social services has been stressed by both sides. The role of third party/ social
organizations/NGOs in the social assistance was underlined as a crucial one for improving efficiency of
the system as a whole. (2) The discussion on the policy fransmission and implementation was concluded
that for a smooth cooperatfion between different institutional levels not only a top down but also a
bottom up approach cooperation was needed to develop and reform the system based on experiences
and needs identified atf the local levels. (3) The issue of monitoring and evaluation of the social assistance
was presented from the perspective of the EU level cooperation as well individual country experiences
(France and Belgium). The main challenge identified for China is fo develop a set of indicators used for

social assistance performance measuring and targefs setfting.

Marzena Breza,
December 19th, 2016



The 2016 EU-China SPRP High Level Event on Social Protection Reform.

2016 EU-China SPRP High Level 2016 EU-China SPRP High Level

Event & MoCA Perspective of Employment Policy and Social Security Reform 2016- Event & MoCA& C3 Team

2020 was organized on September 28-29, 2016 in Beijing.

Ms Jiang Wei, Deputy Director General of the Social Assistance
Department of MoCA held a keynote speech on Social Assistance
and Poverty Alleviation Under the Security of Basic Life Needs During
the Period of the 13t Five-year Plan, within the session on SOCIAL

EFFICIENCY AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH.

Visit to Qinghai Province On October 17th - 19th, 2016 the C3 Team of the EU-China SPRP Project participated in the local study

visit fo Qinghai Province (city of Xining (Chengdong District), Huangzhong county, Hainan Prefecture -
Gonghe County, Huangnan Perfecture - Jianzha County). The delegation was accompanied by Ms Yi
Xiaolin, PhD - the EU Delegation to China representative. Under the leadership of MoCA several
activities were conducted including deep interviews with provincial, city, prefectural, county and
township level staff and field visifs.

One of the main objectives was to recognize the achievements and challenges of social assistance in
China in a low-income and less populated province with an issue of poverty among residents living in
remote areas including ethnic minorities. A visit o a Wubao institutional care house for Tibetan
minorities (Jianzha Nursing homes) was organized. This kind of activity within the EU-China SPRP Project
are a part fo idenftifying the possible pilot sites for C3 work in the next two years of the Project.

Based on the visit experience, it appears that one of the most challenging issues social assistance is
facing are related to the lack of social workers support a the local level and the participation of civil

society in social assistance system.

Research study on social assistance structures of P.R. China Prof. Guan Xinping Nankai University
Component 3 EU-China SPRP Project has organized the 2015 High Level Forum on Social Protection Reform Challenges for Legal Framework of

Social Assistance. As a follow up of the debate between Chinese and EU policymakers, ministerial officials, experts and scholars and continuing
the cooperation with the Ministry of Civil Affairs Component 3 sponsored a research which goal was to conduct a comprehensive assessment
of the social assistance system in China. On the basis of this assessment, the EU expertise will be mobilised to provide matching with relevant
best practices from the EU member countries.

“China has currently more than 100 million people living in poverty in both rural and urban areas. Among them, currently about 68.0 millions are
of the beneficiaries of Dibao, including 16.0 million urban Dibao recipients, 46.9 million rural Dibao recipients, and 5.1 million rural Wubao
recipients. Therefore, it is a big task to pursue a great anti-poverty sfrategy in China, and social assistance is one of the important action areas
init. {...) The current Chinese social assistance system was first created in 1990s as a response to the serious unemployment and urban poverty
issues caused by the urban economic reform. Before that, there was a traditional social assistance system in China dated from early 1950s,
soon after the foundation of the People’s Republic of China. Under the central planned economic system before the Reform, China created a
social protection system that included many institutional arrangements to provide Chinese people with basic living condition, of which the
social assistance was a kind of measurements, called “social relief” in the cities, and Five Guarantee system (Wubao) in rural areas. {(...)
However, there are sfill some challenges fo China'’s social assistance, including the lags in instifutional development, the gaps in welfare level
of social provisions, and some improper features in the administrative system, efc. Especially, in the new demographical, economic and social
conditions, social assistance is facing some new challenges, for which some new reform actions should be done in order not only to keep the

social assistance working sustainably but also to improve its function and thus have it making more confributions to social protection system.”
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