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FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE EU RESIDENT
EXPERT, COMPONENT 3

This is the first Newsletter of Component 3
for 2019. It covers the last 3 months of the
Project activities undertaken in
cooperation with MoCA. The key activities
for the last three months were: initiating the
complementary research on the legal
framework of social service and social
organisations acting in the field of social
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assistance; holding a Workshop on the 2019
research topics; executing two visits to
Component 3 pilot sites fo
Dazhou/Dachuan in Sichuan Province; and
tfo Zhangjiagang in Jiangsu Province; and
supporting MoCA with EU expert mission on
legal provisions for social services based
mainly on Belgian experience (Ministry of
Social Integration).

Component 3 supported MoCA with several
research outputs at the beginning of Project
period, mainly policy
recommendations on legal framework for
social services provisions and delivery by
social organisations which was a key topic
for the C3 Workshop hosted by MoCA in
March 2019. A set of policy
recommendation coming from the Chinese
and EU experts will be shared with MoCA in
the course of the month of April.

Through technical cooperation, exchanges

extension
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with EU public staff of social assistance on
mission to China provided an opportunity for
exchanges with MoCA staff at differentlevels.
Visits to Dachuan and Zhangjiagang C3 pilot
sites were also an opportunity for the EU side
to learn in depth on the pilots’ main outputs
and challenges.

In the following months, the Project will work
for completfing implementation activities at
the Component pilot sites (Inner Mongolia,
Jiangsu, Jilin and Sichuan provinces).
Component 3 will further work with MoCA on
implementing research activities, with mainly
in view the formulation of final policy
recommendations. It will continue to support
knowledge and practice exchanges
between Chinese and EU public staff by
executing EU visit. All these will support MoCA
actions in the current agenda for social
assistance legal provisions drafting in China.

Marzena Breza,

March 27t, 2019

5th Component 3 Workshop on legal framework for Social Assistance - social services provisions and social organizations
in the social assistance

On March 12th, 2019 Ministry of Civil Affairs, the main stakeholder of Component 3 EU-China SPRP hosted the Component 3 5th
Workshop. The discussion was co-chaired by Mr Liu Xitang, Director General of the Social Assistance Department of MoOCA and Ms.
Marzena Breza, Component 3 EU resident expert. Among some 25 participants were high level officials from central and local MoCA,
as well as from the Center of Monitoring and Verification for Low Income Families of MOCA, EUD representative and Chinese researchers
i.a. from the Beijing Academy of Social Science. The event was supported by Chinese scholars including - experts contributing to the
Component 3 EU-China SPRP research activities and EU-China SPRP Office representatives. The main goal of the event was to present
research outputs on the specific topics related legal provisions on social services and the main providers — social organisations. Assistant
Professor Peng Zhaiwen from Sun Yat-Sen University and Prof. Zhang Haomiao from Sichuan University delivered speeches on the topics
by presenting Chinese experience in regulating the social services and social organisations in the law and regulations at the central
and local levels. Chinese experts’ confributions were commented by some EU experts. The EU side shared some EU MS experiences in
reference to supplementing social assistance schemes by social services (benefits in kind) and empowering social organisations in social
services delivery. On the occasion of the Workshop Ms. Kim Schryvers from the Belgium Ministry of Social Infegration and Ms. Alexandra

Nemes from the Romanian Ministry of Labour and Social Justice shared their
country experiences which will be elaborated in the best practices reports
including policy suggestions to be submitted to MoCA.

The Workshop was an opportunity to exchange knowledge on the practical
examples of social services dedicated to vulnerable groups in China and on best
practices in the EU countries as well as preliminary policy recommendations.
The main conclusion of the event is to contfinue development of social assistance
law in China in the form of a comprehensive legal act which specifies the social
assistance scheme including the scope of social services and their providers.

Component 3 2019 research on social services and social organisations
- legal framework

In 2019 Component 3 undertook complementary research actions which is followed by Chinese experts (Assistant Professor Peng
Zhaiwen from the Sun Yat-Sen University and Prof. Zhang Haomiao from the Sichuan University) and EU experts (Ms. Kim Schryvers from
the Belgium Ministry of Social Inftegratfion and Ms. Alexandra Nemes from the Romanian Ministry of Labour and Social Justice). The final
separate reports for each of the experts involved will provide policy recommendations on social services and social organisations in the
social assistance system. Some lessons learned from the C3 pilot sites will be incorporated.



Social Assistance integrated plaiform for applications, monitoring and
evaluating the social assistance scheme - Component 3 SPRP Visit to Sichuan
province Dazhou/Dachuan - EU-China exchanges on social assistance at the

local level

On January 24th - 25th, 2019 Representative of the Component 3 Coordinator and the
C3 SPRP team took part in a visit to Component 3 pilot site in Sichuan Province, Dazhou
- Dachuan District. The main target was to keep dialogue on the Component 3 SPRP
pilot site program and activities. The visit was an opportunity for an open exchange on
the main current and future Chinese characteristics for social assistance also by sharing
some EU countries examples. The visit was organized under the leadership of Social
Assistance Department of MoCA with a great support coming from provincial and city
level MoCA of Dazhou City especially Dachuan District. The main aim of the visit was to
give an opportunity to the EU and Chinese sides for practical exchanges and learning
on existing solufions in social assistance standards concerning data collection,
application procedures including evaluation and administration. This visit was an
opportunity to gather local partners dealing with social assistance at the grassroot level.
Key parts of the presentations and discussion were focused on improving social
assistance delivery. The SPRP side was encouraging fo take some actions for developing
benefits in kind especially for the elderly and disabled people.

Social assistance for new residents — migrant workers and resettled rural
citizens; IT services in elderly care; NGO incubator; social workers at the
grassroot level supporting vulnerable children - Component 3 SPRP Visit to
Jiangsu province Zhangjiagang - EU-China exchanges on social assistance at

the local level

On March 14th - 15th, 2019, Representatives of the Component 3 SPRP team together
with an EU expert Ms. Kim Schryvers from the Belgian Ministry of Social Integration took
part in a visit to pilot site in Jiangsu Province, Zhangjiagang. The main target was to keep
dialogue on the Component 3 SPRP pilot site program and activities undertaken locally
by civil affairs offices. The visit was an opportunity for an open exchange on the main
current and future Chinese characteristics for social assistance also by sharing EU
counftries practices mainly in social services and cash benefits schemes for vulnerable
groups. The visit was organized under the leadership of Social Assistance Department of
MoCA with a great support coming from provincial and city level MoCA of
Zhangjiagang City. The main aim of the visit was to give an opportunity to the EU and
Chinese side for practical exchanges and learning on existing solutions in social
assistance standards in terms of data collection, application procedures including
evaluation and administration.

Local MoCA staff shared with the EU team several practical arrangements for vulnerable
children care facilities, support offered towards elderly (including digital support and
free lunches) and social organizations incubator. Special attention was given to the
migrant workers so called new residents since 2/3 of the whole population of
Zhangjiagang are having migrant background (including construction workers). This is
mainly due the labour opportunities the city is offering to workers with different skills. The
city is providing great support to the new comers and their families including children to
facilitate medical and education services for them.

This visit was an opportunity to gather local partners dealing with social assistance atf the
grassroot level including social workers. Key parts of the presentations and discussion
focused on improving social assistance delivery. The SPRP side was encouraging fo take
action for developing benefits in kind especially for the elderly and disabled people.
Zhangjiagang is also sharing their capacities (knowledge and practice sharing) with
some other less developed regions in terms i.a. of new agricultural techniques in the
organic production (visit to a training center). The C3 pilot will continue for the following
months and will be evaluated by mid-year together with other three C3 pilofs.
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Civil society organisations in China - EUD country-level approach

EU-China SPRP held an exchange meeting with Dr Adam Novak working on the civil society
organizations involvement in policy making in China. The discussion focused on the current
and potential development of cooperation between the CSOs and Chinese government in
the field of social protection.

GETIN TOUCH
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