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This Newsletter covers Component 3 last
three months of activities starting from
early June 2016.

Events and research were based on the
annual work plan. Among different types
of action C3 supported MoCA with a study
visit to three EU countries, holding of 3+
Panel Discussion and of a seminar. These
types of activities have provided several

opportunities to share EU experience in
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framework, minimum income schemes
and support towards most vulnerable
groups. In addition the use of IT systems for
social assistance benefits  assessment;
payment, monitoring and evaluation has
been shared based on the practice in
three EU countries. On the occasion of the
3d  Panel Discussion several bilateral
exchanges with EU experts have been

provided.

FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE
EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT 3

Component 3 Study visit to Romaniaq,
Czech Republic and Poland

Over June 13t to 21st, 2016 a study visit on social assistance -
legal framework; minimum standards of living; services for
specific vulnerable groups has been organized to Romania,
Czech Republic and Poland. The Delegation composed of six
central and provincial level officials of MoCA under the
leadership of Mr Liu Xitang, Director General of Social
Assistance Department of MoCA, was accompanied by the
Component 3 resident expert Ms Marzena Breza. The main
goal of the study visit was fo exchange knowledge and
expertise, as well as to learn from practices in the EU countries.
The Delegation had an opportunity in all 3 countries to visit
social assistance local offices and insfitutions supporting
vulnerable groups (elderly, disabled, extremely poor, etc.).
During the visit leading ministries have organized meetings to
share central level experiences on social policy making
(foundation of law on social assistance, sharing responsibilities,
policy design and challenges). In Romania the main focus was
on the IT system (SAFIR) used in social assistance on a daily
basis for assessment, payment, monitoring and evaluation. In
Czech Republic the key subject was social benefits package.
Finally in Poland the central — local cooperation, role of the
civil society (NGOs) as well as dedicated governmental
programs have been presented and discussed at the
ministerial  (MRPiPS), city (Gdynia, Sopot) and Vvillage

(Wigzowna) level.

main social assistance issues like: legal

Marzena Breza,
September 19th, 2016

Romania, Bucharest: meeting between MOCA  pomania, Bucharest: field visit central district of
delegation and the Ministry of Labour, Family,  gycharest visiting elderly care home: From the left Ms
Social Protection and Elderly; From the leff: Ms  pong Minghui, Deputy Director General, Department
Olivia Rusandu, Public Manager, Social Services ot Civil Affairs of Beiing, Mr Zheng Guojun, Director
Direcforate; Ms Elena Dobre, Head of Social  General, Department of Civil Affairs of Jiin Province,
Services Directorate. Right: MOCA Delegation. Ms Zhang Lin, Director of the Administration Division,

£ Department of Social Assistance, Ministry of Civil
Affairs and Mr Liu Xitang, Director General,
Department of Social Assistance, Ministry. of Civil
Affairs (MoCA) (Delegation Head).

Czech Republic, Prague: meeting at the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs. From the left:
MrPavel JaneCek, Head of International
Cooperation  Unit;  Mrs  Zuzana Jentschke
Stocklovd, Deputy Minister; Mr Zdenék Hrdlicka,
interpreter; Ms Marzena Breza, C3 EU resident
expert; Mr Zheng Guojun; Mr Liu Xitang; Ms
Dong Minghui and Ms Zhang Lin.
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Czech Republic, Prague: meeting at the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs. From the left: Mr Liu Xitang;
Mrs Dana Hacaperkovd, Unit for Strategy of Non-
Contfributory Social Benefit Schemes; Mr Pavel
Janecek, Mr Zdenék Hrdlicka; Mr Zheng Guojun; Ms
Marzena Breza and Mr Liu Haining, Director, Division
of Social Assistance, Department of Civil Affairs of
Qinghai Province.

Poland, Sopot: From the left: Mr Mariusz Jezierki,
interpreter; local staff member; Mr Liu Xitang.

Poland Gdynia: Mr
Liu Xitang and Mr
Michat Gu¢,
Deputy Mayor of
Gdynia City

Poland, Warsaw: meeting at Ministry of Family, Labour
and Social Policy; Mr Liu Xitang and Ms Renata
Szczech, Deputy Minister of Family, Labour and Social
Policy responsible for international affairs.

Poland, Warsaw: meeting at Ministry of Family,
Labour and Social Policy; From the left: Ms Agata
Tomasiak; Mr Marcin  Pietruszka, Chief of Unitf,
International Cooperation Department; Ms Monika
Szostak, Director of the International Cooperation
Department; Ms Renata Szczech: Ms Marzena

Poland, Wigzowna: From the left: local staff,
Ms Agata  Tomasiak,  senior  specidalist,
International  Cooperation Department in
Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy:

MoCA delegation; Mr Janusz Budny, Mayor of
Wigzowna and Ms Matgorzata tysik, Director
of Social Assistance Center in Wigzowna.

Bartosiewicz, Deputy Director of the Social Assistance
Department; Ms Anna Prekurat, Chief Expert in the
Social Assistance Department; Ms. Iwona Matysiak,
Chief Expert in the Social Assistance Department.



The 3rd Panel Discussion held in
Beijing on September 274, 2016

Ad-hoc Seminar on IT support in
social assistance

EU Experts Mission — EU-CN experts
knowledge exchange

C3 Team Local Visit to

Changchun, Jilin Province: from the left Ms Liu Liyuan,
Director General of JLSASB; Ms Zhuang Lin, Deputy
Researcher of JLSASB; Ms Zhang Jingjing, Deputy
Director, Department of Social Assistance, MOCA;
Zhang Wei, Deputy Inspector of JLDCA; Ms Marzena
Breza; Mr Zheng Guojun, Director General of JLDCA; Ms
Bi Ying, Principal Staff Member, Department of
International Cooperation, MOCA; Mr Shen Jianming.
Chief of Social Assistance, JLDCA.
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Within Component 3 activities for 2016 the Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China held the 3 Panel Discussion
on September 2nd, 2016. The main issue presented and discussed was dedicated to the three research
topics and first outputs on respectively governance, policy transmission, monitoring and evaluation in
the social assistance in China. Among 30 participants were MoCA officials from central and provincial
levels, external scholars, EUD and EU-China SPRP experts. EU experience has been shared by three EU
experts: Ms Larcamioara Corches (Romania), Mr Davor Dominkus (Slovenia) and Mr Mel Cousins
(Ireland).

On September 5h, 2016 following the 3¢ Panel Discussion meeting, an ad-hoc seminar on the IT
supporting systems in social assistance was held at the Center of Monitoring and Verification for Low
Income Families, Ministry of Civil Affairs. The meeting was hosted by two Deputy General Directors of
the Center, Mr Chen Xunchui and Mr Li Weidong, accompanied by several technical staff members.
EU-China SPRP experts’ team has given speeches based on experiences from Romania, Slovenia, and
Ireland. Presentations were followed by a discussion on the main achievements and challenges in
terms of IT system within social assistance, mainly for applications assessment, payment and

monitoring.

On the occasion of the 3 Panel Discussion, a broaden mission plan for the three EU experts has been
organised. As a preparatory work for the Panel discussion event the EU-China SPRP Office Team of C3
organised several bilateral meetings to discuss in depth the first outputs of the assessments reports on:
Governance in social assistance (Prof. Zuo Ting); Policy transmission on central - local level (Prof. Guo
Yu); and Monitoring and evaluation (Prof. Gang Shuge). These knowledge exchanges provided an
opportunity to make first proposals based on the EU expertise in respective fields which are possibly

relevant for the social assistance system in China.

Within Component 3 ground research activities was performed on the three topics. The three EU-China
SPRP Chinese short-term experts undertook local visits to different provinces across China. Local visits
and their research were supported by central and local officials of MoCA. Local study visits have been
organized to Sichuan, Qinghai and Guangdong provinces. The first oufputs of the research were
presented and discussed during the 34 Panel Discussion and will be contfinued within the further work
on the project assessment reports.

On July 18th-20t, 2016 the C3 Team supported by MoCA visited Jilin

Province (Changchun and Yaniji / Yanbian Prefecture). The moin
target of the visit was to extend the practical knowledge on the
social assistance in China of provincial, prefectural, city and local Bt &

levels. The main poinfs for the discussion were social assistance &

achievements, challenges and practices. During the visit several

institutions (civil affairs and social assistance offices) on different
Yaniji, Yanbian Prefecture. From the left: Mr Sun Guo,

.. . . . . D ty Director G | of Civil Affairs B f
levels have been visited with detailed interviews of local staff on vamsen pl;‘i‘gg’u,e;e&?’.ﬁ’mo%on'g;in, Dirocior Goneral

of Civil Affairs Bureau of anbian Prefecture; Ms
their daily basis practices and issues. In addition several service Jiozena breza: Mt Zhang Wei. Deputy Inspector of
based institutions have been visited at prefectural and city levels.
Finally a visit to Dibao (minimum guarantee scheme) single

household family in a remote area has been organized.
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