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C3 Newsletter

The key activities for the last three months
were: holding kick-off meeting and official
launch of the Component 3 pilots; holding a
Workshop on 2018 research topics; conducting
a study visit to pilot site in Inner Mongolia;
hosting EU experts mission to China for
bilateral exchanges with MoCA high level staff
members and Chinese senior experts working
inthe field.

On August 23rd kick-off meeting for
Component 3 pilots was organized in the
Beijing EU-China SPRP Office with participation
of central and local MoCA staff. Component 3
activities were continued by holding the 4th
Workshop hosted by MoCA by the end of
September. The main topics for the event
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staff from MoCA with training session for local
MoCA staff from all pilot sites county/city and
district levels from Inner Mongolia, Jilin, Jiangsu
and Sichuan provinces.

Component 3 continued to support dialogue and
knowledge exchange between MoCA and EU
public staff during a visit to pilot site in Inner
Mongolia.

In the following months, Project will continue
policy dialog sessions trough events to be
organized in Europe for MoCA central and
provincial level staff members as well as offering
training to MoCA local staff in the four pilot sites.
Through these actions, the project will contribute
to knowledge exchange on the current agenda
and challenges of social assistance policy in

FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE

referred to social services delivery and China.
information dissemination process within
social assistance policy.

EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT3

This is the third Newsletter of Component 3 for 2018. It
covers the last 3 months of the Project activities
undertaken in cooperation with MoCA.

Marzena Breza,
September 28", 2018

Component 3 launching four pilot sites - Beijing August 23rd, 2018

Following 2018 work plan Component 3 SPRP together with Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China
organised a kick off meeting for the pilots activities within the EU-China SPRP Project. The meeting
was co-chaired by Mr Liu Xitang, Director General of the Social Assistance Department of MoCA and
Ms Marzena Breza, EU resident expert of Component 3. Among 20 participants were central,
provincial and local MoCA staff members and Prof. Lin Mingang presenting the main outputs of the
research conducted in four pilot sites (baseline reports). Representatives of the local pilot authorities
introduced the main targets of the pilot programs. EUD representative Ms. Sakura Moretto and SPRP
Beijing Office staff were joining the event and discussion held.

Component 3 Pilot sites were chosen among several provinces and considering their different socio-
economic characteristics. Component 3 pilot projects are being implemented in four regions: Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, Hohhot City, Xincheng District; Jilin Province, Da'an City (county level);
Jiangsu Province, Zhangjiagang City (county level); Sichuan Province, Dazhou City, Dachuan District.
Prior to the Component 3 pilot kick of meeting several activities targeting pilot sites were already
undertaken by MoCA, Component 3 team and Chinese scholars like: research on the possible pilot
programs (drafted by Prof. Guan Xinping from Nankai University); baseline reports prepared under
the leadership of prof. Lin Mingang from Nanjing University and pilot operational programs
individualized for four pilot sites with the main input coming from local MoCA.

The main goal of the four pilot projects is to implement new instruments and methods in the social
assistance scheme depending on the local challenges identified by the groups of researchers
working together with MoCA. The new approach to social assistance benefits and services will
included the lesson learned from the EU-China knowledge and practice exchanges reached
throughout the Project activities (research, policy dialogs, trainings, study visits, experts’ missions,
etc.). Each pilot sites decided on different pilot programmes. However outputs of this exercise should
bring coherent reforms proposals in the overall social assistance systemin China.

September 25th, 2018 - 4th Component 3 Workshop on standards in the social
assistance benefits, social services scheme and publicity of social assistance
policy

On September 25th, 2018 Ministry of Civil Affairs, the main stakeholder of Component 3 EU-China
SPRP hosted the 4th Workshop. The discussion was co-chaired by Ms Jiang Wei, Deputy Director
General of Social Assistance Department of MoCA. Welcoming speeches were delivered by Mr Liu
Xitang,Director General of Department of Social Assistance and Ms Marzena Breza, C3 EU RE. Among
some 30 participants were high level officials from central and local MoCA, as well as from the Center
of Monitoring and Verification for Low Income Families of MoCA and Chinese researchers and
scholars. The event was supported by Chinese scholars (including - experts contributing to the
Component 3 EU-China SPRP research activities and EU-China SPRP Office representatives. The
main goal of the event was to present first research outputs on the issues related to social services
(Prof. Tian Rong) and dissemination policy of social assistance (Prof. Gang Shuge). Presentations on
these topics were followed by comments and suggestions from the EU experts, Ms. Camille
Lambinion and Mr. Christian Moutier and Mr. Pavel Janecek on the overall standards of social
assistance benefits and services. The Workshop gave an opportunity to exchange knowledge on
issues related to in-kind benefits and information on policy based on best practices in the EU
countries and preliminary policy recommendation for China.




The main conclusion of the event is to continue work on development of social services schemes in
China as a complementary approach to the existing programs of social assistance in China.

September 25th, 2018 - Training session for C3 pilot sites MoCA staff

Continuing the EU-China exchanges on practices and knowledge in the field of social assistance a
training session for local staff implementing C3 pilots was organized.

EU experts (Ms. Camille Lambinion, Mr. Christian Moutier and Mr. Pavel Janeéek) were providing EU
practices input on targeting vulnerable groups, setting standards and involving social organizationsin
the overall social assistance system. Special focus was given to the data exchange and existing data
base of social assistance and their use for monitoring and evaluation purposes. The first training
offered to the local staff was aiming to share the practical examples of dealing with issues at
grassroot level. One of the main interests of local MoCA staff was to share administrative and
procedural practices and challenges when identifying people living in poverty.

Some other training session for the local pilot sites are undertaken under the coordination of Nanjing
University Research Center for Social Security and provided by Chinese leading experts in the field of
social assistance.

Component 3 SPRP Visit to Inner Mongolia province - EU-China exchanges on

social assistance at the local level

EU experts and C3 SPRP team took part in the visit to pilot site in Inner Mongolia Province to Hohhot
city. The main target was to keep dialogue open on the main current and future Chinese
characteristics for social assistance by sharing EU countries examples. The visit was organized under
the leadership of Social Assistance Department of MoCA with a great support coming from provincial
and city level MoCA of Hohhot city. The main aim of the visit was to give an opportunity to the EU and
Chinese side for practical exchanges and learning on existing solutions in social assistance
standards, administration and governance. This visit was an opportunity for the EU experts to learns
more on the main challenges in social assistance implementation which will be taken into account
when providing policy recommendations to China on specific topics.

Component 3 EU experts mission to China September 24-28th, 2018

Component 3 SPRP organised a mission of EU experts Ms. Camille Lambinion, Mr. Christian Moutier
and Mr. Pavel Janecek to Beijing. The main goal of the mission was to keep dialog and knowledge
exchanges with MoCA staff at different levels as well as with and Chinese experts working for the
Component 3 of the Project. The key topics addressed during the EU experts’ mission were related to
the design, implementation and governance of social assistance scheme. The main event organized
during the EU experts’ mission was the 54th Component 3 Workshop hosted by the Ministry of Civil
Affairs (MoCA), the pilot training session and a visit to pilot site in Inner Mongolia province.

The EU experts will complete their mission by providing reports on EU best practice and preliminary
policy recommendations on the related topics to be shared with MoCA, the main beneficiary of the
Component 3 activities. Inner Mongolia province was organised. The main target was to keep dialog on
main social assistance Chinese characteristics and futures by sharing EU countries examples.

The EU experts will complete their mission by providing reports on EU best practice and preliminary
policy recommendations on the related topics to be shared with MoCA, the main beneficiary of the
Component 3 activities.

Component 3 represented at the XIV International Forum on Social Security in
Dalian, 15-16 September 2018

The Forum was organized by China Association of Social Security, FES Beijing Representative Office
and ILO Country Office for China and Mongolia. On the invitation of the CASS Ms. Marzena Breza was
provided a speech on the topic: “Social Assistance Schemes in the EU - some challenges and lessons
learned for China”. The event was gathering main researchers from the social security fields and was
an opportunity to have extended discussion on the min challenges in terms of social policy in China.

MoCA and Component 3 contributed to the conference on
Population Ageing in China: Impact and Policy Scenarios
organized on the occasion of the International Day of Older

Persons

Ministry of Civil Affairs and EU resident expert of the Component 3 SPRP took
partin the event by sharing the project outputs in terms of social assistance and
social services for elderly. Ms. Marzena Breza provided a speech on the Project
outputs in terms of social assistance programs.
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Component 3 EU resident expert at the Annual Meeting of
Dialogues among Civilizations Forum - Dialog on the role of
social organizations in modern society

Based on the mutual cooperation EU resident expert of the Component 3
SPRP took part in the event co-organized by Beijing Women's Federation.
This event was stressing the role of social organizations in terms of current
challenaes of the societv.
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